Green Ovingham Chair’s Report to AGM January 9th 2011
Green Ovingham started in October 2009, and drew up a constitution as a small charity with our mission statement being “to raise awareness of climate change and to encourage and support sustainable lifestyles in Ovingham and the surrounding area” We have achieved a good deal in our first year.
Our first project was to leaflet the whole village with recycling information, including specific information about West Wylam Disposal site, and an offer to take items for people who couldn’t go themselves. We have since produced a more comprehensive leaflet about recycling/reusing a range of items.
We’ve participated in both Christmas Craft Fairs in the Reading Room, making wreaths in 2009 and distributing our newsletter. In 2010 we used the whole of the Blackett Room to offer a range of craft activities and to disseminate information about Green Ovingham. Both craft fairs saw the launch of our annual newsletters, which have also been delivered to the whole village.
In February 2010 we coordinated with the Middle School to put on a very successful Go Green Fair, and we are planning future projects with their Eco-team.
In May 2010 we took an information stall to Corbridge Deanery Environmental Awareness Day at Corbridge Middle School.

Our Goose Fair stall featured recycling, composting and carbon reduction ideas; we also organized recycling bins for field, and monitored their use so that nothing went to landfill and consciousness was raised about recycling.
We arranged for a recycling wheelie bin on the Playing field, and thanks to the Parish Council meeting the cost, recycling bins inside each changing room – and Phil sees that the system works ok.

NCC Environmental Officer (Adam Keen ) is organizing a programme of village recycling bins and we are on the list. He will advise Ovingham on a suitable place based on other village’s experiences.
We’ve set up a Garden Share scheme, available for people with little or no garden to share the garden of someone who has too much garden to manage.
Two of our members give regular advice the to the Reading Room heating project committee, and Green Ovingham offer as much support as we can..

We’ve got a website  (greenovingham.org.uk) and one of its features is a link to a community carbon footprint calculator, which we’re publicising around the village and the schools. The idea is to establish a base-line carbon footprint for the village from which to record improvements on a community-wide basis, but it also raises awareness of how to reduce our own individual footprint. You can see your own individual footprint, and the total so far but no other individuals’ scores/addresses.

We staged a successful and informative public meeting with Guy Opperman in November. One of our members, David Archer, is Guy Opperman’s “environmental buddy”.
We network with other communities promoting sustainability – for instance Wylam, Belford, Riding Mill – and have links with Transition Tynedale. As a result of that, we’re borrowing energy monitors from Hexham to set up a monitor library here after the New Year early in 2011. We have joined the Local Carbon Community Network and hope to forge further useful links with other parishes as a result of that.
