Green Ovingham

Minutes of Annual General Meeting held in the Bridge End on Sunday January 9th 2011
Present: Ed Clegg, Dean Bowen, Bernice Archer, David Archer, Chris Morrison, Bridget Broadhurst, Jenny Stewart, Mandy Roberts, Paul Flynn, Ali Church, Lesley Richardson and Debbie Reed.

Apologies: Liz Lake, Roger Cubitt, Liz Lake Gillian Orrell and Oliver Pusey

Chairman’s report: (circulated as a separate attachment)
Treasurer’s Report: (circulated as a separate attachment)
It was agreed that we need a minimum of £500 per year to operate as at present, and that we should apply to the Community Foundation for funding. A sub-group would look into funding possibilities and submit applications.

Election of Officers: it was agreed that the present officers continue for next year;

Chair Lesley Richardson

Vice-Chair: Ed Clegg

Treasurer: Bridget Broadhurst

Secretary: Debbie Reed

Proposal for future organization: Chris Morrison had prepared a proposal for consideration, with the aim of appealing to specific interests and thereby encouraging greater participation from the village. Its main points were the setting up of different action groups which would run their own projects and report back to a collective meeting for all members every 3 months.

This proposal was accepted. 5 areas were agreed upon, listed below with the names of people at the meeting who had a particular interest, and suggested topics to act on:
Recycling: Ali and Lesley. To continue with all the recycling work carried out last year, perhaps make approaches to the WI with regard to their “Love Food, Hate Waste” campaign.
Energy-saving: Ed and Debbie.  Continued  promotion of the community carbon footprint project,  publicising the Government’s Green Deal and setting up an energy monitor library.
Transport: Bernice. Campaigning on local transport issues, including greater use of rail freight, to investigate Commonwheels car share scheme, find out about the Tyne Valley Rail Users Group and look into promotion of a car-free day.
Conservation: Mandy. To plan surveys of vanishing species, to clear paths, “bash balsam”etc.
Food: Paul, Dean, David, Chris M, Bridget and Jenny. To look into the feasibility a community garden/orchard, drawing on experience gained by other organisations in the local area. To promote local growing and sharing; to plan a “Farmers’Market in the Reading Room
It was agreed that we would hold a public meeting on either Sunday March 13th or Sunday 20th,  (Climate week starts on 21st March) preferably in the Reading Room and to invite people with expertise/experience in each of the areas to speak. We would advertise the meeting widely, with information about our newly-agreed structure. We decided to invite the Middle School to participate, and also hope the Parish Council will provide official input. It was agreed that we would start around midday and provide soup.
Actions: Paul to see if Mike Marston from the Soil Association is able to speak.

Debbie to ask Councillor Neil Bradbury from Prudhoe Commonwheels (who had already said he would be happy to speak to GO)

Bernice to consult Robert Forsythe from Prudhoe Community Partnership Working Group.

Mandy to ask a conservation contact to speak.
Debbie/Lesley to ask Adam Keen from NCC Environmental Department.

Debbie to follow up Gillian Orrell to speak at the public meeting and to provide energy monitors from Hexham Community Partnership

.Debbie to check availability of the Reading Room for the two dates.

All people asking speakers to let Debbie know the results as soon as possible so she can finalise the booking with the RR.

Bridget to write to the Parish Council asking for £100 for our funds. 

Next  meeting: Sunday 6th February at 7pm in the back room of the Bridge End. On the agenda will be reports from meetings attended on behalf of GO since the AGM, plus planning the public meeting. Please send any other agenda items to me a couple of days before the Feb 6th  meeting. 

