GREEN OVINGHAM
Minutes of meeting held on July 9th 2010 at 6.30 in the Bridge End.

Present: David Archer, Bernice Archer, Ed Clegg, Marion Lewis, Chris Morrison, Liz Lake, Roger Cubitt, Lesley Richardson, Ali Church, Jenny Stewart and Debbie Reed 

Apologies: Bridget Broadhurst.

Goose Fair: it was agreed that this had gone very well, and feedback from other people (including the Goose Fair organizers) had been very positive, with regard to both the stall and the recycling bins. There were some organizational issues to be addressed for next time but overall we were pleased. Jenny will put the picture of the stall on the website.
Recycling bins: at the last Parish Council meeting, Phil Holden raised the issue of a recycling bin on the Playing Field on our behalf, and the Parish Council have given their support. Lesley has arranged with Adam Keen for a wheelie bin to be delivered to the area beside the pavilion, and we agreed to label it to draw attention to it, and to monitor its use. We will be responsible for “presenting” it at the roadside on collection day.

There was further discussion about village rubbish in general – the mixture of rubbish that is put into the existing bins, and also the quantity of household waste that seems to be put into them too. We agreed to monitor use of the playing field bin and then look at the issue of different sorts of bin we could recommend for the rest of the village so that separation into recyclable and non-recyclable waste could take place.

There are some bins at Waterworld that seem to work well which we could look at and discuss.

West Sleekburn: Sheila Johnson, NCC’s Waste Management officer, has offered us a tour round West Sleekburn Waste Processing Plant. Bernice is going to ask for two possible dates and circulate them to see which is most suitable. Maximum number – 12. Transport to be decided, but possibly by minibus. We discussed the possibility of combining an afternoon visit to the plant with a morning visit to Earth Balance, a sustainability project close by, but will decide on that when we know when we’re going etc. 
Batteries: The shop is required to supply a battery recycling service as it sells batteries, so it was agreed that we should ask Jinty to provide a collection box in a prominent position.

Carbon Footprint: only 3 people have registered for the community carbon footprint calculation on the Green Communities website. We agreed that everyone should sign up – Ed will send round an email to remind people of how to do so. We agreed to commit ourselves to signing another 10 people each, and to think about organizations we could approach to promote it among their members – the Church, Scouts, Reading Room, WI etc. Also businesses such as the pubs. By next meeting we hope to have many more individuals and public buildings registered. We agreed to make paper copies available if people were unable to use the internet, with a return address at the top.
Reading Room heating: there will be a public meeting on Monday 19th July to discuss the Reading Room heating project and we agreed that as many of us as possible should attend.

Plastic bottle greenhouse: an idea for a greenhouse made of plastic bottles was put forward, with the idea of promoting that as a project with the Middle School. More details to follow.

Northumbrian Water: David updated the group on his correspondance about the old pumping station along the Wylam Road. There’s no machinery left in it, and Northumbrian Water are still in the process of deciding what could be done with the building.

 Meeting arrangements: there was much debate about a different time/day/venue for our meetings, with various alternatives suggested. Some people felt that the Bridge End wasn’t a suitable venue, although it had raised our profile. No decision was reached, but we will discuss the matter again. It was difficult to agree on a new day/date because of so many other village meetings but we will look at that again too. We arranged our next meeting according to the present format – Bridge End Friday 13th August – but will arrange the tables more formally.
The meeting closed at 8pm.

