Green Ovingham Minutes of meeting held in the Bridge End on Friday April 9th 2010

Present: Bernice Archer, David Archer, Ed Clegg, Bridget Broadhurst and Debbie Reed.

Apologies: Jenny Stewart, Christine Morrison, Alex Staddon, Lesley Richardson, Ali Church, Bill Haylock, Liz Lake and Roger Cubitt.

Brighter Futures Together: Bernice, David and Bridget reported on a meeting they had held with Ben Jewell to give him feedback on the Toolkit and to let him know what Green Ovingham had achieved and what our future plans were. Ben recommended that we make contact with Belford (BEST –Belford Energy Saving Together) who had worked with Colin MacDonald of the Energy Saving Trust. David offered to contact John Beckwith, the vicar of Belford.

Garden Share: Bridget had put a notice in the May issue of the Parish magazine asking for people who wanted garden space, and people who had unused garden space to contact her, so that she could match people up. It was decided that Bridget would put some notices up on village boards, and that we might follow up with leaflets to all houses.It was agreed that the whole exercise would raise awareness of the value of using gardens to the full, as well as providing a gardening opportunity for people who were on the allotment waiting list - and there would be social benefits too.
 Carbon Footprint Survey: this project hasn’t progressed since last meeting, as Paul Grainger hasn’t been in contact about the questionnaire, or responded to emails. We hope that we can renew contact with him soon, so that we can meet our target of conducting the survey in September, but it was agreed that we would still use the Goose Fair as an opportunity to promote the idea, and ask for more volunteers. We would also hand out a printed survey for people to fill in themselves – particularly as the Goose Fair attracts people from outside the village who wouldn’t be eligible for our survey. The carbon footprint sub-group will hold another meeting before the Goose Fair to produce materials.

Goose Fair: David had been in contact with the Tyne Rivers Trust, who are very keen to promote their organization and try to enlist supporters at the Goose Fair, including doing kicksampling/pond-dipping in the burn from  the Pack Horse Field, where they will be covered by their own insurance. They would also like a stall (next to Green Ovingham) on the main field, and would direct people to the Pack Horse Field. David will contact Jackie Scrowther about the availability of a stall for them.
Craft activities – Bernice to contact Ali to see if she and Mel would like contributions of various kinds of junk materials for their craft activities.

We had discussed energy-generating gadgets at the last meeting, but don’t know if anybody not at the meeting has made any progress in this direction? (Someone who lived in Whittle Dene was suggested . . .?) Debbie will contact Oliver Pusey to see if any Middle School children want to be involved, bringing the games they made for the Go Green Fair, and also to talk to the member of staff who was very involved with the fair and also had access to an energy-generating bike. Please all have a think about what we can get together in this line as gadgets for people to try will be very appealing.
 To summarise the Goose Fair: the plan is that Green Ovingham will be
1. promoting carbon reduction/footprint survey
2.  offering gadgets for people to try

3.  supporting the Tyne Rivers Trust

4.  doing crafts as a recycling activity.
5. making information about Green Ovingham available.
We decided to set up a group to concentrate on the Goose Fair, but would wait to set this up until after the GF committee organizing meeting (see below)

The date of the Goose Fair is Saturday June 19th, so we will only have two monthly meetings before then. It will be an “all hands on deck” occasion, especially bearing in mind that some of us will have to split our time between different organizations.

Please sponsor Bridget – she’s running a half marathon in Edinburgh on May 23rd in aid of Green Ovingham and will be sending forms round for you to ask friends and neighbours for their sponsorship.
Goose Fair organizing meeting: the Goose Fair committee are having a meeting on Tuesday April 13th.. Lesley and Ali have offered to go to that, but anybody else is welcome.

Parish Council meeting: the next one is on Thursday 15th April at 7.15. Ed and Debbie will go to that to report on Green Ovingham, but again, it’s open to everybody, as all Parish Council meetings are.
The old pumping station: David has written to Northumbrian Water about the Old Pumping Station along the Wylam road (it’s just inside Ovingham’s boundary). He suggested that it should be tidied up and opened occasionally for people to see how it worked. He has sent copies of the letter to both Wylam and Ovingham Parish Councils.

The meeting closed at 8.30. The next monthly meeting will be May 14th, but please be ready to volunteer to come to an extra Goose fair meeting before then.

