Green Ovingham

Minutes of meeting held on Sunday September 4th 2011
Present: Lesley, Bernice, David, Ed, Dave Dearlove, Debbie

1. Apologies: Dean, Chris, Liz Wise, Liz Lake, Roger, Mandy, Ali, Paul and Jenny

2. Last meeting’s minutes were agreed to be true record

3. No matters arising which wouldn’t be covered by agenda

4. Group Updates:

a) Food:  no member present to report, but see item 8.
b) Transport:  information about promotion of World Carfree Day on September 22nd.

Progress being made on train timetables displayed alongside bus time tables in the village.

Tyne Valley Rail Users group agreed to do what they can to promote Carfree Day

Still corresponding with NCC about Windsor Crescent and Piper Road Estate being on the list of sites for next wave of 20 mph restriction.

c) Energy: no meeting during summer, but 25 electricity monitor borrowed so far. Promotion at the moment by poster and Parish magazine. Feedback to be analysed soon to measure effectiveness. Suggested that Parish Council should be asked to circulate WarmZone information to the whole village, and that we could canvass for people who’ve made energy-saving improvements and might be prepared to talk about them..
d) Conservation: written report about recent activities to be circulated: – removal of Himalayan Balsam in Whittle Dene,  promotion of bird-counting and the Big Butterfly Count, and  materials for mapping local/garden wild-life.

e) Recycling: ongoing discussions with the Environmental Officer at NCC about an appropriate site for recycling bins.. New litter bin at top of Dene Garth by entrance to path to Whittle Dene. 
5. Communication between sub-groups and whole group: agreed we should discuss this when we reviewed the group system at a later date

6. Website/emails groups: it was decided that we would arrange a meeting with Jenny for this item specifically

7. Finances: no request for money at the moment , but we discussed possibility of buying  another gazebo next year as the present one has succumbed to repeated torrential rain and has now been recycled..

8. Reading Room October 8th: the Food Group are running an open event to explain and promote their Community Farm project, as well as having information about bee-keeping.

It’s a good opportunity for us to publicise other groups/Green Ovingham in general, and we also agreed to provide refreshments. The Food Group will be organizing publicity.

 9. Parish Council:
a) David reported on the July meeting. The Parish Council had identified more than 20 separate area of trees/.bushes which they felt should be removed/trimmed. David expressed concern at the proposal mooted by NCC to remove/replace the willow trees on Piper Road and has written to the Parish and NCC. Village litter bins were discussed in general including a litter bin at entrance to Path at top of Dene Garth – and information that dog waste can be put into ordinary bins as long as it’s well-wrapped. 
b) David will go to the meeting on September 15th to maintain continuity. Please make contact with one of us if you can go to that one and are also free to follow that up with the meeting on October 20th 

10. Christmas Craft Fair: this is to be held in the Reading Room on Sunday November 27th. We have been offered the Blackett Room again for promotion/crafts/Pluck a Duck . .
11. AOB:

Parish Plan questionnaires: deadline for completing these is September 17th, and they can be put into the Reading Room letter box or passed to a member of the Parish Council. If you’ve lost your copy, please ring Doreen Jordon (832431)for another. Please fill them in, including suggestions for further actions (environmental an d others) which may not be in the questionnaire.. This only happens every 5 years, so it’s vital that we respond in detail.

Next meeting Sunday November 6th at 7pm in the Bridge End

