Green Ovingham
Minutes of meeting held at the Bridge End on Sunday July 17th 2011

Present: Bernice, David, Bridget, Lesley, Ali, Mandy and Debbie

Apologies: Chris, Liz Lake, Roger and Ed

Minutes of May 8th meeting approved – apart from leaving Mandy off the “present” list.

Goose Fair: it was agreed that we had made this as good as we could considering the awful weather (gate 1000 compared with 5000 on a normal fine day). We couldn’t do the paper plant pots, 20 mph speed limit petition, show displays very effectively or make leaflets etc available, but the Food Group’s vegetable bags had been very successful. Both the raffle and “Pluck a Duck” went very well and made £236 so we’re now in the black! Visitors hadn’t been brilliant in separating their rubbish but at the end everything was in the correct bags and ready for collection by the County Council.
Group updates:

Food Group: a vegetable stall planned for Saturday 16th in the White Swan car park had to be called off owing to lack of helpers, but the group propose a sale of local produce/farmers’ market in the Reading Room.

Debbie to investigate availability of the RR on Autumn Saturdays and also regulations regarding sale of food. (including advice from Peter Samson who manages Hexham Farmers’ Market)
Other suggestions:

a) contacting Humbles Wood smallholding in Prudhoe (item in Tyne Valley  Express/www.humbleswood.co.uk)

b) investigating taking part in Ovington Fair as Green Ovingham, including opportunity for Food Group. Debbie to find out date and stall fee.
Transport Group: plan to promote and participate in World Car-Free Day on September 22nd. Various methods of engaging people had been discussed: posters, leaflets, word of mouth to individual and village groups – and signing up on the website, followed by feedback as to how it worked out (or didn’t). Agreed that Lesley would ask Jenny if it’s feasible to set up a sign-up form on the website, linking with our Facebook page so people could record their experiences. Other methods to be set up for people without internet access/confidence. 
Debbie to contact OMS to urge them to promote the day and to offer help with materials (via Jo Coulson, Community Cohesion Officer at OMS as well as Oliver Pusey). Mandy to raise the event with the First School. Possibility of a walking bus?
Suggested we might try to get an item in the Courant – Debbie to see if Transition Tynedale could be involved with that on a joint basis
Bernice will approach Tyne Valley Rail Users Group Secretary Julie Gibbon to see if they can persuade Network Rail to publicise Car-Free Day.

Ali to find out contact details of the Sicilian Coffee vendor at the Goose Fair to see if they could run a stall at the station on Car-Free Day

20 mph limit on Windsor Crescent and Piper Road: Debbie has spoken to Stefan Bell, NCC Traffic Officer, about the possible extension of 20mph zones, and will write to him officially about our case for making traffic on those estates slower, especially with extra young people expected to walk or cycle through them on their way to the Park. 

Energy Group: David and Bernice have had to apply for planning permission to install solar panels on their flat roof as they would alter the profile of the roof – to be heard by the Parish Council on Thursday 21st (later item)

Electricity monitors are being borrowed regularly, and remaining Green Ovingham members urged to borrow one in order to provide feedback on the whole scheme as well as to monitor their own electricity use – and to encourage friends to borrow one. Feedback so far indicates that people are surprised by where their electricity goes and have changed their behaviour.
The National Park has 50 electric vehicles to lend to individuals and groups to test out their use in as many situations as possible. Mandy reported on her experiences using one last weekend. There was much discussion about the merits and demerits of electric cars in terms of dependence on electricity (at present produced largely by fossil fuels, but hopefully acting as a stimulant to the renewables industry) and also the carbon footprint of a new car. We decided we would like to be part of the pilot, so Mandy agreed to put Green Ovingham’s name forward for the scheme. There’s now a charging point in Wylam car park.

Recycling Group: no meeting since last meeting, but ongoing conversations with Adam Keen about recycling facilities in the village.

Conservation:  The Balsam Bash on 9th July had been very successful – 15 to 20 people took part. There will be a second session on 23rd July, meeting behind the Church again.

Big Butterfly Count: this lasts from 16th July to 31st July, and asks as many people as possible to record butterflies in one place for 15 minutes.

David will customize the national poster for Green Ovingam and put it on the village boards. Debbie and Mandy will have raised the matter with both the schools before the end of term so pupils can take a chart home even if no time is available in school.

The Woodland Trust are offering free packs of trees to schools and community groups.
Future Group updates: Lesley will talk to Jenny about group updates going on the website in advance of each meeting, and suggested that she (Lesley) and Ed would undertake to check the reports before the meeting.

Parish Council meetings: Ali attended the last one. Bernice had put forward a request for train timetables to be displayed in the village alongside the bus timetables, and this was discussed  The PC had been concerned about both size and location. We agreed to prepare some ideas about location for the next PC meeting, including outside or in the window of Londis, or on the farm wall beside the White Swan
Paul Kelly had told the PC that there is Community Chest money available to be applied for.

Ali had asked about dog pooh bins, and apparently we can use the ordinary litter bins as long as the waste is bagged. We agreed that even if that’s the case, there’s a shortage of general bins at strategic places in the village – specifically behind the Church and up Horsley Road before the path goes across the fields behind Dene Garth. 

We agreed that
a) more bins should be requested

b) as we have lots of dog waste bags, we would ask for boxes to be nailed to fences to hold them. 

c) we would offer to make notices to stick on bins letting people know that all bins could  be used, not just the red ones designated for dog waste.
Ali and David agreed to go to the meeting on 21st. They’ll raise the above issues, and also make the PC aware of the next Balsam Bash, the Car-Free Day and the Woodland Trust’s offer of trees.

Parish Questionnaire: this should be out soon, so please all fill it in, including any extra thoughts you have on any of the topics raised – or not raised.. 

NOT DISCUSSED AT THE MEETING – but I’ll be sending an item to Hazel for the Parish magazine before August 14th. That will be before our next meeting, so please let me know anything relevant that should go into it, such as  future plans from any groups, outcome of Parish Council meeting etc
Next meeting: Sunday September 3rd in the Bridge End at 7pm.

