Green Ovingham

Minutes of meeting held in the Bridge End on Friday June 11th 2010.

Present: Lesley Richardson, Bernice Archer, David Archer, Bridget Broadhurst, Liz Lake, Ali Church, Ed Clegg, Bill Haylock,  Debbie Reed and Colin MacDonald (from the Energy Saving Trust).

Apologies: Roger Cubitt, Chris Morrison and Liz Wise.

Energy Saving Trust. Colin brought some leaflets for us to use at the Goose Fair, and a lot of information about Green Communities, a site set up by the EST containing a carbon footprint calculator which has been developed for individual as well as group use. Our yahoo group would be an ideal vehicle for this. Ed offered to manage the carbon calculator group after consultation with Jenny about putting a link on our website. It was agreed that we would  promote this among the yahoo group and then at the Goose Fair and get carbon footprint monitoring under way as soon as possible. We have delayed it while waiting for Paul Grainger to get back in touch with us, but as he’s failed to respond to several emails we must presume that he’s unable to help us any more. We still feel that interviews by students would be a good way to involve people who might not be able to use the website, as well as being of value to the students themselves, and Colin will make contact with a course leader at Newcastle University who might be interested in taking it on. 

We also talked about energy monitors, and Colin suggested that we apply to the West Tynedale Community Chest for a grant to buy some – or encourage people to ask for them from their electricity supplier (most offer them to customers). Another option is to encourage people to buy a “power down” gadget to shut down groups of appliances, and attachments for individual plugs which indicate costs being run up. 

There are courses in group energy monitoring run by Green Communities.

Colin’s also involved in the Reading Room heating project, as are Bill and Ed. 
There’s going to an open meeting about it on July 19th. 

Goose Fair:

Equipment needed/offered:

 Ali - gazebo, 3 small tables, junk for sculpture, standing display unit, 3 bins to demonstrate what goes in each of our 3 bins at home.

Debbie – gazebo, wallpaper table,  table cloths, compost bin for demonstration and raffle, raffle tickets, display stands  to hold leaflets etc.

Bridget- wallpaper table 

Lesley – black and green bin liners for 20 bins supplied by Goose Fair organizers.

Liz Lake – working wormery.

David and Bernice – samples of compost material before/during/after.

We agreed to reduce the number of leaflets taken away by having copies of them all on the display boards, along with information about the carbon footprint calculator. We have copies of 5 different leaflets produced by NCC as well as a “Re-use” leaflet composed by David and Bernice which explains exactly where a whole range of items can be taken to be re-used or repaired as well as reprocessed. Sheila Johnstone, NCC’s Waste Management Officer is also going to send 100 copies of a new “Recycling Wheel” in time for the fair.
Lesley has negotiated for all the non-recyclable waste to go to Energy from Waste rather than go to landfill, as well as arranging for our recyclable waste to be collected by NCC. We agreed that we would make sure that we monitored use of the bins very strictly to ensure that there was always a general rubbish bin right next to a recycling bin and that they would be clearly labelled (Lesley). We will need to spend time during and after the fair sorting the recycling bins to make sure they aren’t contaminated by food etc.
Specific jobs
1. Clearing rubbish off the field: we don’t know exactly when the grass will be cut but suggest that anyone who goes on the field during the next few days takes a bag to collect any litter lying around so that it’s all clear before the mower gets to it.

2. The evening before the fair from 7pm, we are asked to provide helpers to bring stuff out of the Reading Room cellar – some to be left in the Reading Room for Saturday, some to set up on the field.

3. On the Saturday itself, the Goose fair organizers will be on the field from 7am and may need help. Official time for stall-holders is 9am, but we decided that 10am would be early enough to set up Green Ovingham. (The fair starts at 12 this year.) People bringing heavy stuff down by car will have to bring it down early and drive off the field by 11am. Then no cars are allowed back to pack up until 5pm.
4. On the stall, or guiding people to the burn for pond-dipping, from 12 to 5

5. Packing everything up again!

Lesley will be sending out a timetable of jobs.

AOB: Sheila Johnstone has offered us the chance of a visit to West Sleekburn Sorting Plant -Bernice to accept on our behalf.
We agreed to order a banner from North East Banners to hang at the front of the gazebo, with the Green Ovingham logo alongside the name. Debbie to negotiate final layout . . .

The meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
If I’ve left something out please circulate it – and the same if anybody has difficulty over getting any equipment.to the field.
