Green Ovingham
Minutes of meeting held on Sunday October 10th 2010.

Present: Lesley Richardson, Bernice Archer, Mandy Roberts, Jenny Stewart, Alex Staddon and Debbie Reed.

Apologies: Liz Lake, Roger Cubitt, Bridget Broadhurst, David Archer, Chris Morrison Ali Church, Ed Clegg and Bill Haylock.

Reading Room Heating: Debbie had attended the meeting at the end of September and reported that the RR committee have agreed on a staged insulation programme, together with an audit by the Energy Saving Trust, to include advice about the most suitable type of heating to install: as this is a longterm project and fuel prices are likely to rise, the committee hoped that renewable energy would play a part, especially as this would attract funding for installation as well as the feed–in tariff for electricity generated. Jenny will ask Bill for the full report to put on the website.

Email address list: Debbie will circulate this during the week – please give your authorization to have your email included if you are happy to do so but haven’t already.

Carbon Footprint: at present this stands at 12 dwellings. It was agreed that at the very least everyone who receives our group emails should sign up for this via the website, plus friends and neighbours.  Bridget has put notices about it up in the village and in the Parish Magazine – but please note that the website is www.greenovingham.org.uk Two people at the meeting asked to be named and shamed . . . . and I’m sure will have signed up by now! Jenny has set up the Facebook group.
Meeting times: our new meeting date means that we narrowly miss having enough time to plan items for the Parish Magazine, so we decided to change it again to the first Sunday of the month. Debbie will ask Hazel to make that change in the Parish Magazine, as well as drawing attention to the correct website address.

Bottle greenhouse: no report from Ali about her liaison with the Middle School over this.

It was agreed that we should reestablish contact with the Middle School: Debbie to email Oliver Pusey to ask for an update on OMS’s green activities for the website, to give an update on Green Ovingham’s activities, and see if the school could ask pupils to take a letter home about the carbon footprint calculator. We agreed that Ovington should join Ovingham, but that we could suggest that the pupils from other villages might investigate the possibility of their own villages doing the same. We could also use that opportunity to let the parents know about the meeting with Guy Opperman.

Website: Jenny is putting up all contributions that come in. No Bridge End site as suggested last time, but we’re already linked to the Parish Council site.

Public meeting with Guy Opperman: this is in the Reading Room at 2pm on Saturday 13th November. It will be advertised in the November edition of the Parish Magazine. Bridget has offered to design posters, which we agreed to circulate locally. (Can we find a picture of him to put on the poster?) Debbie will let Wylam Green Street know. We agreed to put it in the Hexham Courant just before the weekend of the actual meeting, and also the weekend before, both on the inside back page of public notices, and in the Village Notes section (ask Steve Thursby). This means contributions will have to be at the Courant Offices by Tuesday 2nd November. Debbie to email Guy Opperman to ask if he would like to address the meeting to start with to outline his proposals for the green agenda, and the topics he would like to focus on. It was agreed that other topics would probably be raised, but that Lesley, who will be chairing the meeting, would steer the discussion back to environmental issues.
Agenda for next meeting: now that we have changed our meeting date again, the final 

arrangements for the public meeting can be made at next meeting on November 7th. The 

Craft Fair and newsletter will need to be planned within the fortnight after the public

 meeting, so they will also be on the agenda. It was also agreed to have a short meeting

 after the Guy Opperman meeting, before the next users of the RR arrive at 4.30.
Reading Room jumble sale: this is to take place on Saturday October 30th. Debbie has agreed to help sort jumble on the Saturday morning but any more help from Green Ovingham would be great.
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm.
Next meeting 8pm Sunday November 7th in the back room of the Bridge End.

