NCC Waste Management Team Advice on Recycling (27 May 2010)

Glass:  Bottles and Jars can be recycled via the glass banks at your local bring sites and Prudhoe Household Waste recovery centre.  Window glass cannot be recycled in that way.  The composition in window glass and cookware, drinking glass etc is different from bottles and jars which results in a recycled glass product which explodes on the supermarket shelf.  That type of glass should therefore be placed in the rubble skip at Prudhoe.

Paper/cardboard:  All paper products and card can be placed in the kerbside recycling bin, irrespective of thickness and colour.  In the past, the sorting plant was unable to cope with thick card, but new technology in the West Sleekburn plant enables it all to be processed.

It is better if the windows are removed from envelopes, however a small amount of contamination can be tolerated.

Shredded paper and other small particles are sieved out of the waste stream very early in the sort process at West Sleekburn.  The shredded paper which sneaks through causes a high dust level and masks good cans etc, gets trapped inside the picking belt etc.  It would be better therefore if residents placed shredded paper in their general waste bin from whence it will be taken to Stockton on Tees Energy from Waste plant and will not cost anything for sorting.

Bus tickets etc are also very small items so should be sent the same route as shredded paper.

Tins and Cans :  All food and drinks cans can be recycled via the kerbside recycling bins.  

Aerosols:  Providing the aerosols are spent of liquid and gas then they can be recycled via the kerbside bin.

Small scrap metal:  At best, small items will be sieved out early in the sort process.  At worst they will jam the holes of the finer sieves.  Bolts and nails would be better collected and deposited in the scrap skip at Prudhoe.  

Metals:  All the following can be placed in the metal bank at Prudhoe: chains, broken tools, steel sauce pans, aluminium sauce pans. Aluminium foil and food trays, a bicycle. 

The foil should be washed out for hygiene reasons.

There is an alternative outlet for bicycles at Recyke y’bike in Byker, Newcastle.  www.recycke-y-bike.org
Plastic: The only plastic in the kerbside recycling bin should be bottle shaped.

Other plastics including yogurt tubs, margarine tubs, plant pots etc can be placed in your general waste bin to be sent to the Energy from Waste plant at Stockton.

Rubble:  Garden stones could go into the rubble skip, although it would be more environmentally friendly to return them to the place from whence they were taken.  Local advice should be sought about whether this would be construed as ‘Fly tipping’.

Large branches:  I have no knowledge of an outlet for recycling larger branches and trees etc as they cannot be accommodated in the shredding machinery for compost making.  They could be placed in the general waste container at Prudhoe for sending to Energy from Waste but advice should be taken from the site attendant as to whether your quantity and type of this waste can be handled.

The (green) general waste bin (in Ovingham it’s green, but different areas have different colours):  It is not advisable to use this bin for disposal of garden stone, bricks, soil and concrete.  These can damage the bin and are not pre-sorted before going to the Energy from Waste plant.  The most environmentally friendly way of disposal is through the Prudhoe site or donation to neighbours for hard-core etc.

Further information at NCC website home page: click on Waste £ Recycling.
