Green Ovingham bird count 2011

We had just 4 participants this year but, as you can see from the summary of our results below, we found it very interesting – exciting even! We look for more participants in 2012. You don’t have to be expert or to be able to identify all that you see. However I’m sure it will stimulate your interest so that your recognition skills will improve. If you send an email to davearcher@yahoo.com, I will send you a form or bring it to your home. 

Location: Ovingham area including Whittle Dene, Ovington, Riverside (below Bywell to above Wylam), Spechells, Horsley Wood and spaces in between.

Comparison of species numbers this year with past years

86 species listed for 1970s

68 species noted by one or more of the group over the past 5 years

59 species noted by one or more of the group in 2011

2011

Jean saw 51, Sandra, 41, David 35 and Ali 33 species

14 species seen by only one person

9 species seen by two people

12 species seen by 3 people

23 species seen by all 4 people
What’s missing or rare this year?

No winter migrants seen – redwing, fieldfare, waxwing, brambling.

No sand martins, no kingfishers,

Few siskins, yellowhammers, pied wagtails, goldfinches

Highlights

Ali saw a yellow wagtail (not grey) in September – presumably on migration

David had 2 Gt Spotted woodpeckers including a juvenile in his garden on 17 June.

David saw swallows over the river from Welburn Close on 7 October, about a month after the previous sighting.

Sandra and Ali saw tree sparrows (Jean also?)

We all saw red kites

We all heard the tawny owl but Ali also saw it

Just into 2012 David saw a pair of nuthatches on the riverside just downstream from the bridge, the first he had seen in the village in 40 years.

Note most of the viewing has been in our own gardens. Jean has looked more widely and can more readily identify warblers.

